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Although thé information édontained in this report is old, it is being
disseminated &t this time for whatever current use it may have.

1, Stara Zagora is located in southern Bulgeria at the foot of the Central Balkan
Mountains, It is built on a plain and surrounded by fertile fields,

neral rance

2, Stara Zagora was not bombed during World War II, but because the old city burned and

the present city is a fairly recent replecement, it ig well-planned, having no

irregular streets or avenues, The houses are the products of recent times, built

in a Buropean style and usuelly set in gardens, Their roofs are wooden, covered

with tiles, Most of the buildings are painted light yellow.l All the streets
have names, and both the street name and. the house number appear on & plaque

which is nailed to the door of every house, Strect numbers are even on one and
odd on the other sides of the streets, The town is illuminated by electricity,

There has been no construction, even of an official nature, in very recent years.

3¢ The city's largest and most important avenue is Metropolit Metodiy2, The hotels,

oinemas, theater, large stores, square, city park, and palace of justice are low=

cated along this avenus,

4 Two of the city's landmarks> are the mausoleum which contains the bones of those

who fell in the Russo-Turkish War, in the western part of town, and, in the eastern

section, a statue of Kalitin, one of the former Russian commanders.

Population

5¢ The vpopulation of Stara Zagora is about 35,000.“’ After 1944, the population in-

creased because of those who came from the villages to take government jobse
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Of the minorities in Stara Zagore, there is a considerable number of Turks, who
even have thelr own schools, and some Armenians, There are no longer any Jews,
ags they have emigrated,

Freedom of Movement

There are no restrictions on being outside before 12:00 midnight, At night
there are Militie patrols, however, who request identificatlion of individuals
whom they do not recognize,

Hotels

Among the hotels in Stara Zagora are the Trakya and the Chirpan, both of which were
formerly privately-owned, but now they are owned and operated by the State, The
Trakya is on the main street; the Chirpan is on a side street,

Bducation

There is no high school in Stara 'Za.gora. There is a technical lycge. a commercial
lycee, a hoys! and a girls! lyce'e, and carpentry and planing courses, The tech~
nical 1yc€e graduntes construction and surveying technicians, The technical and
commercial lycges accept both boys and girls, '

Entertainment

There are a theater and two ‘cinemms in Stara Zagora, The theater, called Naroden
Piyater (National Theater) was built privately, It is on the main street, next to
the park, It has a large hall and is painted light yellow, One of the two cine=
mas is located opposite the park on the mein street; the other 1s on Boulevard
Georgi Dimitrov,

The chief enthusissm for team sports is for football (soccer)., There is & soccer
field to the east of the city park; it has no seats,

25X1

Comments : : L 25X1
1, | Imost of the houses in Stars Zagora are painted white or 25X1
sky-blue, :
2, Now called Iosif Stalin,
3. JANIS Number 38 states that the post office, which has a red tower with a
white ornament, is also & city landmark,
k, l:l(date of information 1949) places the population of Stara Zagora at 25X1
40,000, JANIS Number 38 states that in 1934 it was 29,857,
‘ b_ommegta For previous disseminations on Stara Zagora see: 25X1
The City of Stara Zagora
Communist Personaslities in the Burgas and Stara Zagora Areas
Military Barracks in Stars Zagora
Railroad Station and Yards at Stara Zagora
Hotels in Stara Zagora
Churches in Stare Zagora ) 25X 1

" Pharmacies in Stara Zagora
Hospitals and Doctors in Stara Zagora

Plan of Stara Zagora
Communists and Government Officials in Stara Zagora
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